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Philosophy/Belief/Vision 

At Dr. Thomas S. O’Connell Elementary School, we believe that assessment 
provides our administration, teachers, students and families an opportunity to 
monitor, document, measure and report student progress across all of the 
essential elements of our PYP program. Assessment and data analysis drive 
planning, teaching and learning. Assessment is an ongoing process utilizing a 
variety of strategies and tools to determine where students are in their learning, 
allow teachers to provide effective feedback and encourage students to set 
goals for continued progress. “Assessment is central to the Primary Years 
Programme (PYP) of thoughtfully and effectively supporting students through the 
acquisition of subject-specific knowledge and skills, the understanding of 
concepts and the development of approaches to learning.” (IBO PYP Learning 
& Teaching: Assessment pg. 1) 



Assessment 
Educators and students at O’Connell School use a wide range of tools and 
strategies to gain accurate and accessible data on each student’s growth and 
achievement: 

● Assessments before, during and after the process of inquiry with clear 
alignment to all components of the planner 

● Measure student progress as it aligns to the Common Core State 
Standards and IB Units of Study 

● Assessments provide evidence of student learning across the curriculum. 
● Assessments provide evidence of the development of ATL skills and 

Learner Profile attributes 
● Assessments provide evidence of student learning over time 
● Teacher reflection: Plan/implement future instruction 
● Student reflection: Reflect on progress, set goals and act on constructive 

feedback 
● Identify areas to target and guide intentional planning based on 

individual needs 

Universal Screening Assessments are administered to all students in a grade 
across the district usually three times per year. Universal screenings are used to 
determine the effectiveness of curriculum and Tier 1 instruction, as well as 
students’ level of proficiency in essential academic areas. Universal common 
assessments are also used to predict future standardized assessment results. In 
addition, the data is collaboratively reviewed weekly, at grade level data team 
meetings, to identify and target skills for small group instruction. Furthermore, 
data from universal common assessments is used to identify students in need of 
further diagnostic assessments and/or specialized interventions. The mandatory 
assessment requirements, as outlined by the East Hartford Public Schools 
Universal Assessment Matrix, are as follows: 

● K-5: DIBELS 8th Edition (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) 
● K-5: Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessments 
● K-5: Math Skills Assessment 
● LAS Links (students that receive ELL services - see Language Policy) 

Formative Assessments are administered before, during, or after lessons to inform 
instruction, monitor student progress, target small group intervention and 
provide feedback. Each transdisciplinary Unit of Inquiry contains multiple 
formative assessments. Examples include: DIBELS 8th Edition progress monitoring, 
running records, anecdotal notes, student reflections, observations, student work 
samples, math checkpoints, checklists, rubrics, performance tasks and 
student/teacher conferencing. These assessments can be used to evaluate 



student progression toward standard mastery, specific targeted skills, the inquiry 
process, approaches to learning skills, the learner profile and student 
understanding of the central idea and lines of inquiry. 

Progress Monitoring Assessments measure the extent to which instructional 
strategies, resources, feedback and interventions have helped the student 
progress toward grade level expectations. Progress monitoring is essential to 
monitor student progress and identify target areas. 
Possible examples of progress monitoring assessments include: 

● Running Records: determine student’s independent and instructional 
reading level 

● Checkpoints/Exit Slips: brief assessments administered to measure student 
learning and inform instruction 

● DIBELS 8th Edition Progress Monitoring: phonological awareness, 
phonemic awareness and oral reading fluency 

● DreamBox:  math software program which provides personalized lessons 
and data analysis. 

● MobyMax: Foundational reading, language arts, math, science & social 
studies software program 

● SBAC IAB Assessments: Math and Literacy: Brief assessment in a specific 
area to measure students progress and plan for instruction towards SBAC 
summative. 

Diagnostic Assessments are used to target the needs of individual students 
when the information provided by other types of assessments, such as common 
assessments, is not sufficient or too broad. Once recognized, these explicit 
learning needs can be targeted for further instruction and intervention. 

● K-5 Diagnostics: 
o Core Phonics Screener 
o Heggerty Phonemic Awareness 

Summative Assessments measure student learning and teaching 
effectiveness. Summative assessments involve students in their learning as they 
are provided with choice to demonstrate their knowledge of the central idea. 
Each transdisciplinary Unit of Inquiry will culminate with a summative assessment 
that shows desired knowledge, conceptual understandings and skills. 
Summative assessments provide an opportunity to monitor and document 
student learning to provide actionable feedback. 

● Illustrative Math End of Unit Assessments 
● Fine Arts Curriculum Based Assessments 
● K-2: Fundations Unit Assessments (Wilson Language Basics) 



Exhibition 
● Students engage in an in-depth, collaborative inquiry of a topic to 

synthesize their learning and reflect on their IB journey 
● Students engage in collaborative, in-depth inquiry about a community 

relevant and globally significant issue 
● Students incorporate the essential elements of the PYP:  Knowledge, 

Learner Profiles/Attitudes, Key Concepts, Approaches to Learning, Action 
● Students explore multiple perspectives about an issue 
● Students demonstrate independence and responsibility for their own 

learning 
● Students reflect on themselves as internationally-minded students 
● Students show how they can take action as a result of their learning 

Standardized Assessments are administered under consistent (i.e. standard) 
conditions to all students in grades 3-5. 

● Smarter Balanced: A system of valid, reliable, and fair next-generation 
assessments that are aligned to the Common Core State Standards. 
These assessments include both summative and performance based 
assessments for grades 3-5.  They measure English language arts/literacy 
and mathematics while using computer adaptive testing technologies. 

● Grade 5: CT NGSS Science Interim and Summative Assessments 
● Connecticut Physical Fitness Test 



Data Systems 

● Student Assessment Profile: A folder with student data and assessments 
from previous years are provided to new grade level teachers each year. 

● Amplify DIBELS 8th Data System: Secure data system used to report 
and store DIBELS 8 data to track progress across years and progress 
monitoring 

● Ellivate - Secure data system for students receiving EL services: 
organizes heritage information, assessment data and provides 
strategies to support academic access and language development. 

● PowerSchool – student enrollment, attendance, report cards and 
data warehouse 



Roles and Responsibility of the Learning Community 

Teacher roles in assessment include the following: 
● Develop assessments 
● Evaluate assessments to determine areas of strength and opportunities for 

growth 
● Provide feedback on data to further student learning 
● Administer assessments as defined by protocols 
● Reflect on assessments 
● Communicate data attained to a variety of stakeholders 
● Create instructional plans to guide inquiry 
● Modify instruction and adapt for learning styles and multiple intelligences 
● Define expectations and outcomes for students and teacher lead inquiry 
● Clearly define students’ needs and strengths 
● Synthesize quantitative and qualitative data 
● Determine efficacy of the program to evaluate teaching and student 

inquiry 
● Report on the learner profile development of student 

Student roles in assessment include the following: 
● Develop assessments and rubrics 
● Evaluate assessments 
● Demonstrate their understanding through the assessment 
● Reflect on and report data 
● Assess their progress 
● Set attainable goals 
● Reflect on their progress as it relates to the learner profile 
● Build confidence in themselves and their abilities 
● Share growth, strengths, and goals with parents 

Parent roles in assessment include the following: 
● Review assessments 
● Reflect on assessments 
● Participate in student led conferences by asking their child questions 

about his/her learning 
● Communicate student initiated-actions that reflect learning (ie. central 

idea, learner profile) 
● Support learning outside of school 
● Track student progress 
● Celebrate learning and student accomplishments 



Communication 

Multiple forms of communication are used to ensure that our students and 
parents understand our PYP Program of Inquiry, grade level units of inquiry and 
the assessment process at O’Connell Elementary School. 

● Open House at the beginning of the year 
● School Newsletters 
● District and school website 
● Daily announcements made by our students 
● Invitations to parents to view the learning within the classroom or school 
● Report Cards (3 times per year) 
● Student Led Conferences 
● IB Learner Profile tickets/certificates/awards 
● Family informational sessions (new students to our school) 
● Exhibition 
● Class Dojo 
● Family Engagement Liaison 
● PTO 
● School Governance Council 
● Welcoming Walkthroughs 
● Phone/Email blasts to families 
● All school policies are shared on school website 
● Interpreters provided when needed 
● Recognition for Learner Profile and attitudes 
● Share learning with peers and publicly 
● Family and community invited when applicable 
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